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2001 Honda Civic, Part 1 


by Michael Hyde 


1. One of the most popular cars sold. The 2001 model was redesigned and 
now is equipped with a transponder system. Previous models of the Civic 
did not have the transponder system in the U.S. 


2. The Civic has a pretty 
good door locking 
system. It uses a cable 
instead of a metal rod. 


Opening: 
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3. I used a 
good window 
wedge and a 
car-opening 
tool from High 
Tech Tools. 


4. The inside locking button has a slight slope to it and may be a little 
slippery when trying to raise it. 
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Ignition Lock: 


5. The ignition lock 
cylinder is the roll 
pin type. It seems 
all the Honda 
models with a 
transponder 
system are all roll 
pins. Before 
transponder 
models, all 
Honda’s were 
easier with the 
active retainer. 


6. The ignition 
lock housing is 
secured to the 
column by two 
shear-head bolts. 
To service the lock 
cylinder you will 
have to remove 
the plastic shroud. 
There are three 
screws to remove. 
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7. The first piece to remove is the top portion of 
the plastic shroud. Take care when unsnapping it 
not to leave tool marks at the seam that may be 
noticeable to the owner. 


8. The bottom section of the shroud can now be 
removed from the steering column. 


9. The ignition lock cylinder can be serviced 
without removing the whole housing assembly. 
First, remove the two screws on the lower side of 
the transponder coil antenna. 
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10. Next, remove the screw on the topside and 
backside. 


11. Remove the two green transponder and buzzer 
connectors and then remove black plastic 
transponder coil antenna and buzzer switch. 
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12. The ignition lock cylinder is now exposed. 


13. There is a roll pin on the side of the ignition 
lock housing that faces you. 


14. Before going any further, make sure you 
disconnect the electrical connector to the 
ignition lock housing. 
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16. With the file inserted, simply pull 
the roll pin out. 


15. I used a small file to insert into the 
center of the roll pin. 


17. The ignition cylinder removed 
from the housing. 
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18. There is a 
code number on 
the bottom side of 
the lock housing. 


19. There is a roll 
pin on the 
backside of the 
cylinder plug that 
must be removed. 
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20. The ignition 
cylinder plug 
contains all eight 
tumblers for a 
complete key. 


21. The primary 
ignition 
components. 
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Door Lock: 


23. To service the door lock cylinder you will have 
to remove the inside door panel. 


22. The door lock cylinder is part of 
the outside door handle. 


24. Inside the little cavity where the inside door 
release is located is a cover that conceals two 
panel screws that must be removed. 
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25. To finish removing the inside release trim unit 
you will have to disconnect the linkage rod. 


26. Located in the door pull cavity is another panel 
screw concealed behind a trim screw cover. 


27. Next to remove is the forward section of the 
armrest that houses the door window controls. 
Unsnap it from the front. 
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28. Remove the 
last two 
panel screws. 


29. Before 
removing the door 
panel you will 
have to unsnap 
the upper door 
trim. It is shaped 
like a triangle. 
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30. Once you remove the door panel the plastic 
weather liner can be seen. Do not rip the liner out 
of your way. Peel it back nicely to preserve the 
integrity of the weather barrier. 


31. Once the liner 
is peeled back 
nicely, you will be 
able to see a 
large opening in 
which to gain 
access to the lock 
cylinder and 
outside handle. 
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33. The metal support guard goes from one side of 
the outside handle to the other. Remove the two 
10mm nuts that secure it. 


32. A view of the lock cylinder. The lock cylinder is 
secured behind a metal guard and a wire clip. The 
clip has to be lowered to release the lock cylinder 
and the guard. The clip is a pain to get too. 


34. Removing the rear window track can increase 
access to the lock cylinder. 
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35. The window track has only one 10mm bolt 
holding it in place and then it will slide right out. 


36. It is easier to bend the metal support guard a 
little to get to the clip behind it. Use a long 
screwdriver from the top to push the clip down. 


37. Here is a view of the clip as it sits 
in the handle. 
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38. Here is a front and top view of the 
guard, the clip and the handle. 


39. The lock cylinder 
removed from the 
door handle. 
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40. There is a code stamped on the 
side of the lock cylinder. On this one 
the code was only half stamped. I was 
able to make it out to be “5507”. 


41. The door lock cylinder plug 
contains tumblers 1 thru 7. The 
number eight tumbler is not 
used in this lock. 
In the next installment we 
conclude with the trunk lock, 
trunk release lock and 
programming procedures. 


